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EAST STOKE WITH THORPE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday February 1, 2016 at the WI Hall, East
Stoke, at 7.00pm

Chairman: Coun. Gordon Pickering
Couns.  Mary Cherry-Downes  Caroline Bilton
Michael Lyon Val Pope
Tony Sharpe Greg Stevens

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott, Coun. Mrs Sue Saddington, Notts County Council and 16
residents.

1] MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON DECEMBER 7, 2015 were accepted as
circulated and signed by the chairman.

2] APOLOGIES There were none
3] DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  There were none

4] PUBLIC SESSION, LIMITED TO 15 MINUTES.

Questions were asked on the running of the CCTV scheme.  The clerk reported the council had
received a second Freedom of Information request seeking various items of information and which was
currently being investigated by the office. In due course, within the 20 working days allowed under the Act,
there will be a response to the questions put to the council but in the meantime neither the council or the
clerk is legally able to comment on them.

There was reference to the fact that Thorpe did not receive the CCTV system but any costs
incurred by the council did fall on both the villages.

A comment was made on a blockage on the drainage system alongside the Main Street in Thorpe.
Coun. Mrs Saddington said she would report it, along with complaints on the condition of the road in the
village where there were quite large pot holes.

5] CLERK'S REPORT

Mr Philip Jessop of the Newark First Aiders thanked the Parish Council for the offer to meet the
cost of use of the W.I. Hall as a venue for one of their Free Community First Aid Courses. The booking is
for February 10 and the course will run from 7pm - 9:30pm, which means allowing for set up they would
normally need the venue from 6:30pm to 9:45pm.

Cutting grass on frontages — The clerk said the county unofficially turn a blind eye where people do
their own frontages even if the land is in fact highway land.

6] CCTV SCHEME INCLUDING FUTURE CONTROL OF THE EXISTING SCHEME

Detailed discussion took place on the CCTV system in East Stoke with varying comments being
made as to the suggestions it was the property of the parish council but which the council refute.
Suggestions were made as to how the council should deal with the position and eventually it was agreed
that a referendum be held after all residents had been provided with up to date details of costings etc which
would be faced if the scheme remains in use and taken over by the parish council.

It was suggested a referendum, which would have to be paid for by the council, might be held in
conjunction with the Police election on May 5 and the clerk was asked to check on this.
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It was agreed that steps be taken to obtain sufficient information to allow the council to portray to
residents before the vote the costs that would likely to be incurred to maintain the CCTV service and to
bring it into full working order, either for the current 14 cameras or for a reduced figure. The question of
volunteer data controllers was also to be investigated.

The clerk reminded the meeting they had received a second Freedom of Information request from
Mr Sid Davis and he was currently dealing with this, keeping a record of the time he was spending it. The
regulation from the Commission officer stipulate if the cost is over £450 to gather the information the
request can be refused. They also stipulate the charge for the work necessary has to be calculated out at
£25 an hour.

In respect of the first application from the same resident this had been rejected by the council on
the grounds of the costs involved and the decision was upheld by the Information Commissions Office.

The clerk pointed out he is paid 1.5 hours a week to carry out his work and in the period from the
first request for information to the time it was rejected on January 15 it had needed 17.5 hours of work to be
able to deal with the matter, leading to the refusal. He said his office was not seeking recompense but were
saying that it is not possible to allocate that amount of time in future to the work without submitting an
account. The meeting acknowledged the request.

7] CORRESPONDENCE

Mr D Lyne, Balderton, local grounds maintenance contractor wrote advertising his services.
Glasdon seats provided information The council had appointed a contactor to undertake work to site a seat
at the side of the old A46 but then found he had only public liability £2m and not the £5m required.

8] PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
16/00008/ful. Stokes Fields Farm, Low Street, Elston. Proposed change of use of existing barn to
form live/work unit.  No objection

9] FINANCE
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS were approved as per the circulated list.

TO SET BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2016-7
The council considered a report from the clerk giving estimated costs for the coming year. After
discussion it was agreed to precept for a figure of £2,500 for the coming year.

10] AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING MAY 9, 2016.  No new items were put forward.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm.



