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EAST STOKE WITH THORPE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday November 7, 2016 at the WI Hall, East
Stoke, at 7.30pm

Chairman: Coun. Gordon Pickering
Couns.  Mary Cherry-Downes  Caroline Bilton
Michael Lyon Val Pope (A)

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott, Coun. Ivor Walker, Newark and Sherwood District Council,
Coun. Mrs Sue Saddington Notts County Council and 3 residents.

The meeting opened under the chairmanship of Coun. Lyon untril Coun., Pickering arrived at 7.40pm.

1] MINUTES of parish council meeting held on August 1, 2016 were accepted as presented and
signed by the chairman

2] APOLOGIES Coun. Pope
3] DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST by council members  There were none

4] PUBLIC SESSION, limited to 15 minutes.

The council were told that the street light outside the W.I. hall was not working. The clerk would
report it. Discussion took place in regarding to the siting of the new public bench at the side of the old
A46 road. It was suggested it was on the wrong side of the road although the meeting was told it was being
used by the public.

Coun. Mrs Saddington updated the meeting on the situation of broadband in the parish and said
there had been some movement in regard to the provision although residents reported at the meeting there
were still times when speeds were still slow and erratic.

5] CLERK'S REPORT

It is likely the council funding from Notts County Council for purchase of a sign to record the history
of the village in regard to the Battle of Stoke Field could be obtained. A firm proposal needed to be
formulated and submitted. The meeting discussed the matter and it was agreed the scheme should
proceed. The clerk was to discuss the matter with Notts County Council in regard both to funding and
design and content of information on the board.

6] CCTV SCHEME

The Information Commissioners Office have advised the council, and members had been given a
copy of their ruling, that it was not required for any further action to be taken. Their report did suggest the
council should instigate a different system for the storing of the emails in that they should be contained in a
separate file away from other emails, and the clerk’s office was currently looking at the most convenient way
to undertake this task, bearing in mind that many many hours over and above the paid duties of the clerk
had already been spent in regard to the Freedom of Information request made by a local resident.
The ruling, from the Information Commissioner covered some 12 pages in all. At point 50 in it the wording
was:
“The commissioner has considered the likely burden that complying with this request would have on the
council. She acknowledges that the request is made to a small parish council which is likely to have limited
available resources. Consequently in this instance the Commissioner is able to determine that the
complainant's request is such as to impose a disproportionate level of disruption to the Council’s activities to
the extent that his request can properly be characterized as imposing an obsessive burden.”
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The council was asked to consider the position of the current arrangement under which it pays £21
54p a month to Two Circles Communications Ltd of Redbourn in Hertfordshire for the broadband service.
The clerk reminded members that in February 2014 the council agreed to meet this cost and those of the
scheme itself until the end of term of their office in May 2015. No decision appears to have been made to
continue that expenditure although the monthly charge for the broadband is being paid. Members agreed
unanimously that the payment be stopped.

7] CORRESPONDENCE

Tim Dring, Notts County Council, of the Better Broadband team wrote in regard to the situation
concerning the service given to the parish. Notts ALC advised of their annual meeting on November 16, at
Epperstone. The clerk said he would be attending.

Newark and Sherwood Homes gave notice of their annual meeting and the clerk was to forward the
invitation to Coun. Bilton.

8] PLANNING (APPLICATIONS.

Newark and Sherwood District Council planning applications

16/01772/ful Hall Farm, School Lane, East Stoke. Conversion of existing redundant agricultural
buildings and new build to form 5 dwellings.

(previous application which was withdrawn in 2014 was for 10 actual dwellings and also building
conversions which would have created a few more as well as business use)

In respect to the initial planning application itself, the council expressed strong concerns on the
question of surface water, drainage and sewage, and decided to oppose the plans unless and until a
properly organised survey was undertaken on the current situation and the effect the development could
have on it went ahead. It said it wished to implore the planning authority to oppose the application until
and unless a satisfactory professional survey was undertaken on the current surface water, drainage and
sewage provision in the village and the effect eight new properties would have.

At that time the council had pointed out that drainage works that had recently been undertaken in
regard to flooding problems on School Lane, the old A46 and Moor Lane had not been tested because there
had not been sufficient rain to cause serious problems.

The clerk was asked to submit similar comments in regard to the new application.

Newark and Sherwood District Council decisions
16/00875/ful. K P Lee and Sons, Grange Cottage, Fosse Road. Demolish and replace boundary
wall . Grant.

9] FINANCE
Payment of accounts was approved as per the circulated list

10] Agenda items for next meeting on February 6, 2017. Nothing was put forward but comment was
made on the fact there were two vacancies on the council. Members could now co-opt and would consider if
they knew of anyone who may be interested. The rest of the meetings for 2017 would be on May 8, August
14, November 6.

Members discussed the matter of the public bench at the side of the old A46 road and the clerk was
asked to investigate provision of a second seat, on the opposite side of the road.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8-35pm.



