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EAST STOKE WITH THORPE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday February 6, 2017 at the WI Hall, East
Stoke, at 7.30pm
Chairman: Coun. Gordon Pickering
Couns. Mary Cherry-Downes  Caroline Bilton
Michael Lyon Val Pope

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott, Coun. Ivor Walker, Newark and Sherwood District Council,
Coun. Mrs Sue Saddington Notts County Council and 2 residents.

1] APOLOGIES There were none

2] MINUTES of parish council meeting held on November 7, 2016 were accepted as presented and signed by
the chairman

3] DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST by council members There were none.

4] PUBLIC SESSION

A number of questions were asked, ranging from the time minutes appeared on the web site to the position
of a roadside bench on the old A46 and the need for insurance for suggested work by the Battlefields Trust on
roadside flower planters.

Couns. Mrs Saddington spoke of a promised offer of £200 from her community fund to the village, with it
likely to be used for flowers for the Battlefield Trust project.

5] CLERK’S REPORT

WI hall street light had been reported and was now working.

No-one has come forward in respect of the two vacancies that exist on the council. The vacancies are still
being advertised. The clerk said the council can operate on five members if it wishes, there is nothing to say it has to
have a full membership although of course it is best it does.

6] CCTV SCHEME

An Email was read out from a resident Mr Tony Sharpe. It had been purely copied to the clerk and was
dated January 21. The resident, it was understood, was now in possession of the papers he had sought from the
council, having been given them by a keyholder at the WI hall where they had been stored.  The meeting confirmed
it did not wish to maintain the telephone or broadband service provision to the CCTV system.

7] EAST STOKE BATTLE

An email had been received from the Battlefields Trust who had offered to undertake a project to promote
awareness and improve the interpretation and presentation of battlefields and who this year are holding their national
annual meeting in Newark.

East Stoke was, they pointed out, the site of the last battle of the Wars of the Roses and there is a memorial
and also interpretation panels in St Oswald’s church in School Lane to this effect. There is a further memorial to the
battle on either side of the Old A46 with two beds of red and white roses close to the entrance to School Lane.

The Trust said they had volunteers who are wiling to tend the rose beds and replant if necessary to make
them an attractive marker for the information provided in the church. As part of the programme for the annual
meeting those attending from many parts of the country will visit the church and the site on what will be the 430t
anniversary of the battle.

Coun. Mrs Sue Saddington has said she will be happy to give a grant of £200 towards purchase of plants for
the two beds. The council were happy to give its support to the Trust. The clerk would discuss the matter of the
necessary insurance with them. The question of provision of an Interpretation Board would also be investigated.

8] CORRESPONDENCE
Newark and Sherwood District Council advised of the position of its Plan Review Preferred Approach.
Details of the third stage of the project were available on the District Council website.
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Robert Jenrick MP wrote in respect of the Parish Council Tax Referendum He said as a result of the
concerns expressed by parish councils all over the country the Secretary of State and the Minister concerned had
agreed to drop the idea that parish councils should be controlled in what they can precept for and that if any increase
they proposed was over 2per cent a referendum would be needed, as it is for District and County councils. The
decision meant that there was no restriction planned to be imposed on parish councils.

A letter from the Safer Nottinghamshire Board based at County Hall was discussed. The Board were
looking at crime in rural areas and said a draft strategy and action plan had been developed and were seeking
comment in order it could be further developed. The council felt a major problem was fly tipping with Thorpe Lane
and School Lane being areas of the village regularly affected. The closure by the County Council of some of their
public refuse tips had caused an increase in the number of instances of fly tipping.

9] PLANNING

16/01772/ful. Trustees of the Booth Charities, conversion of existing redundant agricultural buildings and
new build to form 5 dwellings, Hall Farm, School Lane.

In respect to the original planning application itself, the parish council objected and had expressed

strong concerns on the question of surface water, drainage and sewage. They opposed the plans unless and until a
properly organised survey was undertaken on the current situation and the effect the development could have on it
went ahead.

The clerk was asked to write to the District Council to seek information on who had carried out the
assessment on flood risk as a result of the planned development and have it described to them the outcome of that
assessment. The meeting was told there were current problems with drainage.

10] FINANCE
Payment of accounts were approved as per the circulated list.

Budget 2017-8.
The council considered a budget report prepared by the clerk in which he had outlined the suggested income

and expenditure likely for the coming 2017-8 year. After consideration of the figures presented the council agreed to
seek a precept of £4,000 for the coming year, compared to the figure for the current year of £2,500. The estimated
expenditure included £1600 set aside for new street furniture.

1] ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS: Members understood the marathon organised in 2016 and which included
Thorpe on its route was being organised again for 2017.

12] AGENDA ITEMS for next meeting May 8, followed by August 14, November 6. None were put forward.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8-40pm.



