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EAST STOKE WITH THORPE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday May 3, 2018 at the WI 

Hall, East Stoke, at 7.15pm 
 

      Couns. Mary Cherry-Downes      Caroline Bilton  
       Michael Lyon                   Val Pope  
 

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott, Coun. Ivor Walker, Newark and Sherwood District Council,  
  and 3 members of the public. 
 
The meeting was informed that Coun. Gordon Pickering, the chairman, had resigned from the council 
due to personal reasons.  Members agreed to subscribe to buy him a suitable gift as a thank you for his 
services.  
 
1]  APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2018/19   Coun. Val Pope was elected. 
 
2]  APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN FOR B2018/19   Coun. Mary Cherry Downes was 
elected. 
 
3] APOLOGIES   There were none 
 
4] MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY 17, 2018 were accepted as 
circulated and signed by the chairman.   
 
5] DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST    Coun. Bilton in regard to planning application 18/00265/ful 
 
6]  PUBLIC SESSION, 
 Discussion took place on the question of residents cutting grass in front of their own properties.  
The clerk had informed the council’s insurers. 
 
7] CLERK’S REPORT 

The council received thanks from the daughter of former resident Mr Harry Townend who passed 
away earlier this year. . The council sent a letter of condolence to his family. 

The new bench had arrived and  CB services have confirmed they will fit it.  
 WWI   Commemoration November 11, 2018, Centenary of the ending of the First World War. Mr 
Mike Sheldon happy to make site available for a bonfire for a beacon.   Arrangements could  be  made 
for refreshments to be served in the parish church after a special evening service  there on November  
11.  A beacon could be sited near the church and be lit at 7pm and the church bells rung at 7-05pm as 
they will be nationally.  
 New financial regulations and standing orders being produced in line with the new Data 
Protection Act which comes into force on May 25. 
 
8]            REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBER 
 Coun. Ivor Walker, who said he was attending his 30 th annual meeting for East Stoke, 
commented on  the opening in Newark of the new Gladstone House development for elderly people and 
the new offices of the District council.   
 
9] CORRESPONDENCE  
 Royal British Legion were again offering the large plastic poppies for Remembrance Day and it 
was agreed to buy 12.   Notts CPRE gave details of the annual Best Kept Village competition.  Members 
felt it inappropriate at present to enter.    
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The Battlefields Trust, East Midlands were going ahead with a scheme to erect five Interpretation 

boards in East Stoke to mark the fact that the village had been the site of the last battle of the Wars of 
the Roses and that there is a memorial and interpretation panel in St Oswald’s Church. 
  The clerk was asked to again contact Severn Trent Water in regard to low pressures in Thorpe 
 Newark and Sherwood DC had written to confirm  methods of payment  to them did not include 
the use of cheques or cash. 
  
10] PLANNING   
 NEWARK AND SHERWOOD DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
 18/00740/FUL. 9 Humber Lane, East Stoke.  Householder application for erection of front porch 
and installation of oil tank in front garden.   No objection 
  
 Coun. Bilton declared an interest in the following application and left the meeting while it was 
discussed. 

18/00625ul. 5 Moor Lane..   Erect 2 bed bungalow.  No objection. 
 
11]  FINANCE  
 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT were approved as per the circulated list  

 APPROVAL OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT  was approved as presented and 
signed by the chairman.     

The council authorised its APPROVAL of the ACCOUNTS FOR 2017-18 as presented to them 
and which had been certified by the Internal Auditor. 

APPOINTMENT OF A DATA PROTECTION OFFICER was confirmed and Mr Adrian Fretwell, 
of Sibthorpe was appointed.     The clerk gave details how the council wold be affected by the new Act 
which comes into force on May 25.  The council agreed to the purchase of a two-drawer filing cabinet in 
order all records of the council could be kept together in a locked container.  Council members would be 
provided with a council email address.    It was agreed that the council introduce a four-year retention 
policy for its records. 
 APPOINTMENT OF DAVID DIXON AS INTERNAL AUDITOR was confirmed 
 
12] ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS  

The condition  of grass verges was still a concern and the clerk was asked to again seek action 
from the County Council to improve them. 

 
13] CASUAL VACANCIES   There are now 3 vacancies.  Two could  be filled by co-option, the third 
is out to the Thorpe  parish to allow for an election request.  If no request is within another two weeks, 
that can be filled by co-option as well. 
 
14] AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING AUGUST 6, 2018.   The WW1 Commemoration would 
be ongoing. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at  8-35pm. 
 


