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EAST STOKE WITH THORPE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on the ZOOM system, on Thursday March 11, 2021, at 

6.00pm 
 

Couns. Val Pope (Chairman) 
Mary Cherry-Downes, Karen Davys, Michael Lyon, Mick Baker, Linda McCarthy(A)  

 
Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott, and three members of the public. 
 
1. Apologies for Absence Coun. Linda McCarthy 
 
2. Declarations of Interest There were none 
 
3. Minutes of a Meeting held on December 10, 2020 were accepted as circulated and would be signed by the 

chairman when appropriate. 
 
4 Co-option Casual Vacancy 
 The council has one vacancy and has received an interest in making an application for it from two residents. 

The clerk said the council will now need to look to consider both the applications and will do this at the meeting in April. 
 

5. Clerk’s Report –  
 Chairman reported on the new flagpole installation and said all gone well with the work involved. She 

commented on the purchase of a very smart union flag. After discussions the council agreed to also purchase a St 
Georges flag. 

 Newark and Sherwood District Council reported they still have problems of fly tipping and Mr Phil Hadfield, an 
officer there, would welcome reports of any incidents seen by residents, including the taking of vehicle numbers.  

 Meetings of local parish councils are still to be held by Zoom until at least May 6. The Local Government 
Association, National Association of Local Councils and The Society of Local Council Clerks, have all said they wish to 
see the date extended to September but so far our local MP, Robert Jenrick, who is the Minister concerned, has stayed 
quiet on the position despite being pressurised to change his stance on saying face to face meetings must end after May 
6.  

6. Verbal report from the Borough and County Councillors 
 There were no reports. 
7. Correspondence 
 Newark and Sherwood District Council advised of a planning appeal to be held in respect of Manor Barn, 

Manor Farm, Main Street, Thorpe. The application had been refused by the District Council and the applicant had now 
appealed against that decision.  

 Newark Fosseway Ambulance Responders wrote appealing for a grant, saying they had to raise £3,948 each 
year for the lease of their EMAS livered ambulance car which is connected to the EMAS ambulance control system. The 
council agreed to make a £1000 donation to their funds. 

 John Walker, Thorpe Lodge, Thorpe. wrote re the field drain on his property. The clerk was to continue his 
contact with Newark and Sherwood DC in an attempt to ascertain the responsibility for work needed to deal with 
problems. 

 Sherwood and Newark Citizens Advice, wrote making a grant application. The council agreed to give £100.  
Shaun Brown of Via East Midlands Ltd, wrote in respect of Moor Lane and School Lane at East Stoke and said attention 
was being given to the water courses.  

 
8. Planning 
Newark and Sherwood DC planning decisions 20/01690/house. John Bostman, Fosse Way Farm, Moor Lane,. East 

Stoke. Lean to conservatory with double doors at rear. Grant. 
 20/01027/ful. Alistair Cook, Land off Moor Lane, East Stoke. Erect two dwellings with garages and new 

vehicular access. Refuse. 
 20/01851/house. Mr Mrs Chris Ash, Manor Barn, Manor Farm, Main Street, Thorpe. Alterations and extensions 

to existing dwelling, Refuse. 
 
 



  
9. Flooding           93/21 
Shaun Brown, Senior Highways Liaison Officer for Nottingham County Council, continues to investigate the flooding 

situation in East Stoke and has carried out a number of site visits to the parish, looking at the situation of gullies and 
drains. Local Resident Tony Sharpe updated members on his continuing effort to ensure the necessary action was 
forthcoming from Notts County Council to deal with the on-going situation. He said he was in contact with Mr Brown and 
outlined the areas where he felt action was necessary, including a need for gullies to be cleaned on a frequent basis.  

Mr Sharpe said he had had a meeting with Mr Brown and from it understood the culvert will be cleaned out 
before the end of March and Matt Duckworth will contact him when on site. It is agreed that the pipe diameter of 
225mm at the intersection between the open ditch alongside the Fosseway to the main culvert is insufficient and has 
led to overflow during recent heavy rainfall. Mr Duckworth will conduct a survey during the cleansing operation to 
determine the length and path of the 225mm pipe and at the same time determine the culvert diameter throughout its 
length down Moor Lane. The main culvert diameter is believed to be 450mm. The survey result will dictate the next 
course of action. It is hoped that the 225mm pipe is a comparatively short run (20-30 metres in length) before it meets 
with the main culvert. If this is the case then the 225mm pipe will be replaced with a 450mm pipe effectively increasing 
capacity and providing a solution to the overflow problems. The rectification works would be classified as minor works 
and would only require low level authorisation meaning a solution could be provided very quickly. 

The gullies on School Lane, Humber Lane and Moor Lane will in the future be cleaned out every 6 months as 
opposed to annually. 

A vote of thanks was offered to Mr Sharpe by the chairman on behalf of the council for his continuing work in respect 
of flooding in the village.  

 
10. Finance 
  Accounts for Payment were approved.  
   
11. Environment -- Dog bin, Village Signs, flashing speed sign. 
 
 The chairman raised the matter of the number of dog fouling instances in the parish and said numerous 

residents had expressed strong feelings to her on the subject. 
The clerk was asked to approach the District Council to organise a survey throughout the village to allow them to 

suggest where dog bins were required, and for the parish council to consider the purchase of them. The meeting 
agreed the problem seemed to have got worse during the Country’s lock down for the coronavirus pandemic situation. It 
was also agreed the District council come forward with suggestions for places to display signs reminding animal owners 
of the need to clear up any mess their dogs may make.  

 Coun. Baker was to obtain designs and prices for provision of village signs similar to those seen elsewhere in 
the area. He suggested a single sign would cost in the region of £1400. 

 Coun. Cherry—Downes said there was a need to replace the Perspex in the Thorpe notice board and the clerk 
was asked to investigate this.  

 Coun. Baker raised the matter of a sign on Moor Lane at East Stoke lying in the verge. He informed the 
meeting that there was currently no Police Beat Manager for East Stoke. He also advised of an asbestos dumping 
incident on Moor Lane.  

 The question of flashing speed signs was raised and Coun. Baker would provide the clerk with some prices 
 
12. Date of next meeting confirmation The clerk reminded members that the annual parish meeting has to be held 

between March 1 and June 1 and a date has been agreed as Monday April 19, on zoom. It will also be a parish council 
meeting. The annual meeting of the parish council to carry out just two statutory items, the appointment of chairman for 
the following year and acceptance of the accounts for 2020- 2021 has to be held in May and so it can take place in 
Zoom will be held on Saturday May 1 at 11.15am. It will have a time limit of 25 minutes. 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7-35pm. 
 
 
 


