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EAST STOKE WITH THORPE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the WI Hall on Wednesday June 2, 2021, at
6.00pm

Couns. Val Pope (Chairman)
Mary Cherry-Downes, Karen Davys, Michael Lyon, Mick Baker, Linda McCarthy, Adrian Lee

Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott, Coun. Ivor Walker (Newark and Sherwood DC member) and six members of the
public.

1. Apologies for Absence There were none
2. Declarations of Interest There were none

3. Minutes of a Meeting held on May 1, 2021, were accepted as circulated and would be signed by the
chairman in due course.

4. Open session for members of the Public, limited to 15 minutes
Nothing was raised.

5 Co-option Casual Vacancy The clerk said the council had received two nominations for the single vacant
position, Adrian Lee and Robert Green. Both the candidates were proposed and seconded. It was agreed the
voting be by ballot. The voting took place, and the clerk received the ballot papers which showed the number
of votes for each candidate to be three. The chairman used her casting vote in favour of Adrian Lee and after
signing his Acceptance of Office form took part in the remainder of the meeting.

The chairman thanked Mr Green for his interest and said she hoped if there was another vacancy, he
would put his name forward again.

6. Clerk’s Report -
This is the first face to face meeting of the council for over a year. The council were awaiting a
government instruction on whether or not the planned lifting of all restrictions on June 21 went ahead.

7. Verbal report from the Borough and County Councillors

Coun. Ivor Walker said activities were slowly getting back to normal at the district council and there had
been a planning meeting face to face. He spoke of the need to get young people interested in joining parish
councils. He commented he had been delighted to see two candidates earlier in the meeting seeking to be co-
opted for the single vacancy.
The question of the future of the Newark Cattle Market and a base for the police in the town was raised.

8. Correspondence

A government paper advising of arrangements in June next year to mark the 70t anniversary of the
reign of HM Queen Elizabeth had been received. The Government have decided there will be four days of
events on June 2, 3, 4 and 5. The first two dates on Thursday and Friday will be public holidays leading up to
more events on the Saturday and Sunday. The late Spring Bank Holiday will be moved to become the first of
the four days from June 2.

All parish councils are being asked to organise some type of celebration for their village. The Queen is
the UK's longest reigning monarch and the longest living reigning monarch in the world.

Nottingham Piscatorial Society has responded to the council’s thanks for their litter picking work
alongside the River Trent in the parish. Newark and Sherwood Citizens Advice Bureau thanked the council for
their grant of £100.
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Mr Francis Towndrow wrote with a suggestion for a flagpole to be erected on or near to the site of the
1497 Battle of Stoke. It was felt that as the site in question was a good way out of the parish it would not easily
be seen, coupled with the fact the council had recently purchased a flagpole sited in the middle of the parish.

Newark and Sherwood DC advised a payment of £816.95p from their Infrastructure Levy scheme. The
money has to be spent within five years on either provision, improvement, replacement, operation or
maintenance of infrastructure or anything else that is concerned with addressing the demands that
development places on the parish.

9. Planning

Newark and Sherwood DC applications
21/00872. 7 Moor Lane, East Stoke. Demolish outbuilding, erect replacement garage/workshop and alter
vehicle access and build 5.5m front boundary wall. The clerk was to check if the 5.5m referred to the length of
the wall and not height. If it did no objection would be raised.

Newark and Sherwood DC decisions
2002088/house. Stephanie Wallters, 7 Humber Lane East Stoke. Erect single storey garden room. Grant

10. Flooding

Newark and Sherwood continue to look closely at this situation and keep the council informed of any
news. Cleansing work on the culverts had been carried out. Local resident Mr Tony Sharpe had been thanked
for his efforts in getting action carried out.

11. Finance
Accounts for Payment were approved as per the circulated list. It was agreed to add an account for £17 for
use of the W1 hall for the meeting also be approved.

12. Environment

The clerk reminded the meeting that Coun. Baker obtained a quote for the possible provision of two
village gateway signs. The cost to include installation would be in the region of £6500. The parish council have
not taken any decision on the situation.
Coun. Baker said the matter of funding for such provision was still being investigated by Notts County Council.

The question of provision of additional dog bins for the parish was raised. The clerk had asked the
District Council if it would carry out a survey on a need for extra bins.

A need for replacement signs to be erected for the footpath leading down to the river was to be
progressed. The need for the existing sign at the junction of Moor Lane and Main Street to be re-erected was
to be passed on to Notts County Council.

13. Wl branch and headquarters building

The chairman advised the meeting that the village Women'’s Institute branch had disbanded. The matter
of future ownership and use of its headquarters building was discussed. The building erected in 1937 had
been purchased by the village WI group. It stands on land controlled by Brownrural on behalf of a Charity and
a peppercorn rent has been charged to the WI but never collected.
The clerk said the legal advisors for the charity had said they awaited comment from the East Stoke WI as to
their intention for the future of their building.

The meeting agreed the building should not be lost to the village and that the council should continue to
investigate the matter. The clerk was to write to the Charity to ask if they would sell the land to them.
The chairman said the WI movement would claim any money that might be raised by sale of the unit.
The clerk was asked to put on the web site and also use any other means to publicise the situation.

14. Date of next meeting confirmation as July 22.



