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EAST STOKE WITH THORPE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the WI Hall on Wednesday July 28, 2021, at 

6.00pm 
 

Couns. Val Pope (Chairman) 
Mary Cherry-Downes, Karen Davys, Michael Lyon(A) , Mick Baker(A) , Linda McCarthy, Adrian Lee  

 
Also present: The clerk Mike Elliott, Coun. Ivor Walker (Newark and Sherwood DC member) and nine members of 
the public. 

 
1. Apologies for Absence   Coun. Baker 
 
2.  Declarations of Interest   There were none 
 
3.  Minutes of a Meeting held on June 02, 2021 were accepted as circulated and signed by 
the chairman  
 
4.  Open session for members of the Public 
 A question was raised as to why Newark and Sherwood DC were refusing to re-let at 
least three of their four garages on Humber Lane. The clerk would seek comment. 
 The chairman said she intended to allow public comment when the meeting dealt with 
item 12 concerning the WI Hall. 
 
5  HM Queen Platinum Jubilee. 

      The government and Buckingham Palace are advising parish and town councils of the 
upcoming Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June next year, and of the 4 day national holiday on 
June 2,3,4, and 5. They are assuming councils will organise events to mark the historic 
occasion as Her Majesty celebrates being the longest serving and the oldest monarch in the 
world. There will be special church services as well as a full programme of special national 
events. The council may wish to consider some type of souvenir such as a celebration mug 
similar to the one for the Jubilee to give out to children in the parish or indeed every dwelling. 

 The clerk said he understood a team of people had been put in place at Buckingham Palace 
and they were inviting parishes to come forward with ideas for ways to mark the occasion. 

 
6.  Clerk’s Report – Verbal update 
 The main item from my point of view in the last few weeks has of course been the future 
of the WI hall, but that is on the agenda later.  
  The Government have again confirmed there will be no permission for zoom meetings 
for parish councils, although he was aware meetings have and are being held that way by 
councils who have taken their own decision to ignore the government. NALC are advising 
parish councils to continue to use safe distancing for meetings despite the fact that the 
government have now lifted the need to do so. 
 
7.  Verbal report from the Borough and County Councillors 
 Coun. Saddington spoke of the changes at Notts County Council following the elections 
in May, and the election of Ben Bradley as leader. His position as MP for Mansfield was of 
great help in his work for the County Council.  
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 Coun. Saddington said she had been appointed chairman of the Health Scrutiny 
Committee, and told of her work there.  She was vice chairman of Newark and Sherwood DC. 

Coun. Walker advised of the Strategy Consultation exercise being carried out by the 
District council.  
 
8.  Correspondence 
 PKF Littlejohn London, external auditors for parish councils in Nottinghamshire, have 
apologised for making a mistake when they dealt with our papers and which caused just over 
two hours of my office time and that of Jayne who works in my office, to work it out. We were 
positive we had not done what they were claiming in regard to figures from last year and had 
not, as they claimed, forwarded incorrect papers to them for this year. Eventually we pointed 
out that the papers they were presenting were in fact for East Stoke, in Dorset which they had 
confused us with.  
 Newark and Sherwood DC, retirement of Monitoring Officer Karen Whte and 
appointment of her successor Sue Bearman. 
 
9.  Planning 
 Newark and Sherwood District Council decisions. 
 21/00872/house. Mr and Mrs L Bilton, 7 Moor Lane, East Stoke. Demolish outbuilding, 
erect replacement garage. Alter vehicle access and build 5.5m front boundary wall. Grant 
 
10. Finance 
 a) Accounts for Payment were approved as per the circulated list  
 
11. Environment  
     Comment was made on a road sign on Moor Lane still being on the road verge.  A 
suggestion the village needed attention from a police speed check vehicle. 
 
12. WI branch and headquarters building 
 The chairman updated the meeting on the situation of the disbandment of the East 
Stoke WI group, which was due to close down the following day. The future of its headquarters 
was of major concern to the village and it had come as a shock to be told the building was no 
longer owned by the WI, a fact that the group were not aware of.  It appeared a land exchange 
that had taken place between local resident Mr Mike Sheldon and land owners the Booths 
charity resulted in the building – understood to have been paid for over 90 years ago by the WI 
– changing hands. 
 The meeting, opened to the public to participate, felt the parish council should attempt 
to purchase the site housing the former WI building, and then run it in the future for village use.  
 The clerk said the charity solicitors had said they would seek a £2000 rent for the 
building, and to lease it for five years on a full repair agreement. 
  
13. Date of next meeting confirmation  September 23, 2021 
 
 


